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from worms and other

ably more sedentary than their Algonquia
liance upon cultigens and reliable food

prominence of women in political life. By 14

house under the authority of the eldest clan

quois women who handpicked candidates for the

However, the pattern of communities containing
Longhouses changed by 1492, when Iroquois towns
from 500 to 2,000 inhabitants. Perhaps a rise in intertr
consolidation for mutual defense, or improved farmin
for a dramatic aggregation of population. But the new sc
institutions that arose to cope with these mega-villages gr
the old social fabric and residence patterns.

Traditionally, the center aisles of the Iroquoian lony
buildings lengthwise. Paired family quarters faced each other
ments in a sleeping car, with a shared cooking hearth in the
Men married “into” these longhouses—which were expanded if a
quarters were spoken for. Although men appointed from senjor b
ran the affairs of the village as a council of equals, sometime around
this changed. The matrilineal clans, which seem to have served originall
units that facilitated trade and exchange within the tribe, became the b
ing blocks of a brand-new political institution. Within the century betw
1450 and 1550, the Iroquois proper became known as the Five Nations
which held sway across present-day New York State. They consisted of the
Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, and Mohawk peoples.

According to Troquois tradition, two legendary figures, Deganawidah
and Hiawatha, conceived of a “great peace” among the incessantly feuding
Iroquois peoples. They persuaded the Iroquois tribes, one by one, to accept
their “good news of peace and power.” Among the reforms they instituted
was the abolition of cannibalism. The old social importance of the commu-
nal longhouse made it a perfect symbol for their political creation. All the
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DOCUMENTS

i

“Of the Naturall Inhabitants of Virgi

The land is not populous, for the men be fewe; their far g1
women and children. Within 60 miles of James Towne there
5000 people, but of able men fitfor their warres scarse 1500,
‘many together they have yet no means, because they make 0 5
fit of their land, be it never so fertill

having but 15 to withstand the worst

ion of ground that hath yet beene discove!
unknovene. The people differ very much in stature,
as before s expressed.

Since being very great as the Sesquesahamocks, others very little as th
Wigheocomocoes, but generally al and tzaght,ofa comely proportion and
of a colour browne, when they are of any age, but they are ‘borne white.
Their haire is generally black; but few have any beards. The men weare
halfe their heads shaven, the other halfe long. For Barbers they use their
women, who with 2 shels will grate away the haire, of any fashion they
please. The women are cut in many fashions agreeable to their yeares, but
ever some part remaineth long.

“They are very strong, of an able body and full o agilitie able to endure
{0 lie in the woods under a tree by the fire, in the worst of winter, or in the
weedes and grasse, in Amibuscado in the Sommer.

“They are inconstant in everie thing, but wha feare constraineth them to
Keepe. Crafie, timerous, quicke of apprehension and very ingenious. Some

o B Avber o, Captin Jon i Wors (iingham Eng: The Englsh
‘Scholars Library, No. 16, 1884), 65-67. Ex
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are of disposition feareful, some bold, most cautclous, all S
6 eloes of coppes, beads, and. such like trash. They are soote ©
e i % malifioum that they scldome forgct an injury: [Ny X Idome
e o Sother, leas theirconjurors should reveale , andso 1y be
pursued and punished. That they are thus fcared i Soia but that any can
B e theieoffences by conjuration L am doubtful. Their women o0 efull
o b suspected of ishonesty without the leave of thel v bands

‘Pach hotehold knoweth their owne lands and gardens:
of their owne labours.

o taei apparel, they are some time covered with the s of wilde
beasts swhich i winter are dressed with the hire, but It o without
S R fash
e e e T i
oppe, other painted afte their manner. But the cofne sort have scarce
e their nakedness but with prasse, the leaves of rees, o7 such like. We
Tove seen some use mantels made of Turkey feathers, 50 prettily wrought
B e with threeds that nothing could bee discemed b0t the feathers,
A was excceding warme and very handsome. But the wamen 20 alwaies
O ocat e icles with  skinand very shamefast 10 2 S0er” bare.

“They adome themselves mst with copper beads and paintings. Their
o e have ther legs, hands, breasts and face cunringly imbrodered
O e workes, as beasts, scrpentes, artificially wrought i their
e i blacke spois In each eace commonly they have 3 g7e7) holes,

e b b o mppes Some Uit aen O
I ace holks, a smal greene and yellow coloured snake, neare halfe a yard
A Yo, which crawling and lapping her selfe about b necke often times.
o iorly would kiss hislps. Others wear 2 dead Rat tie by the tail. Some
Y ands weare the win of a bird o some large feather, with & Rattell.
S sse Rattls are somewhat ik the chape of a Rapier but lesse, which they
s e the tale of a make. Many have the whole skinne of 2 hawke of
Some strange fowle, stuffed with the wings abroad. Others abroad peece of
“opper, and some the hand of their enemy dryed. Their heads and shoul-
Germ ate painted red with the roote Pocone braied fo powder mixed with
oyle; thisthey hold in somer to preserve them from the heate, and in winter
e the cold. Many other formes of paintings they use, but he is the most

uge. Generally

and most live

small young springs bowed and tyed,

of iy handsomely, that notwithstanding either winde raine ot
are as warme as stooves, but very smoaky, yet at the toppe of

there is a hole made for the smoake to goe into right over the fire.
the fire they lie on litle hurdles of Reedes covered with a mat,

the ground a foote and more by a hurdle of wood. On these
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round about the house, the
fire: some covered with ma

man may gallop a horse amongst these wi
creekes or Rivers shall hinder.

severall humor of their Parents. Their women (they
of childe, yet doe they love children verie dearly. To mak
coldest momings they wash them in the rivers, and by
‘ments so tanne their skins, that after year or two, no weal
‘The men bestowe their times in fishing, hunting, wars,
like exercises, scoming to be seene in any woman ke exercise,
cause that the women be verie painefull and the men often idle.
and children do the rest of the worke. They make mats, basket
morters, pound their corne, make their bread, prepare their vict
their come, gather their corne, beare all kind of burdens, and such like.

Recallectons of a “White Indian” (1759), 1523

Thad then been with the Indians four summers and four winters, and had
become o far accustomed to their mode of living, habits and dispositions,
that my anxiety to get away, to be set atliberty, and leave them, had almost
subsided. With them was my home; my family was there, and there I had
‘many friends to whom I was warmly attached in consideration of the fa-
vors, affection and friendship with which they had uniformly treated me,
from the time of my adoption. Our labor was not severe; and that of one
‘year was exactly similar, in almost every respect, to that of the others, with-
out that endless variety that is to be observed in the common labor of the
white people. Notwithstanding the Indian women have all the fuel and
bread to procure, and the cooking to perform, their task is probably not
harder than that of white women, who have those articles provided for
them; and their cares certainly are not half as numerous, nor as great. In the
summer season, we planted, tended and harvested our corn, and generally
‘had all our children with us; but had no master to oversee or drive us, so

U8 James . Saves, A Nartioe of he L of M Mar e (Cansndigus, N
J-D. Bemis and Co, 1824), 4649, ket o { RS
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that we could work as leisurely ased, We had
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7 Fequired but linde time ¢
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In that manner we'

lived, without
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The use of ardent spiits amonEs

i the Indians, and the atierPts wwhich
e chrgtanize them by the We people, has
'l worse; increased their viess, fnd robbed.

oty produce fheir €Xiermin
B ets of education uper
S o were aken when YouT, 50 e families, and
o schoo befos they had bad 30 P pertunity to contract many 1t
B abits, and there kept ll they g i manhood; but 1 have never
scen one B etios o et S retumed
o e e an il e Indians i 0 ol the means that can be used
v ltivation inthe sciences &7 75
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b only mamed my happiness e Liived wi
Ohio;and that was therecollecion D had once had tender parents, and 2

O oved. Asde from that considerai B5 1 had been taken it
ey, 1 should have been contented K650 ituation, Notwithstanding 21
infa1Y, e sid against the Indians, I U, ‘o their cruelties ©©
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Part I Colonil Socie

o | other continue o sten You oy ht you e st 0

0 worship the Great Spirit agrecably to His mind, and if we do not |
hereafter; you say that you are right, and we are lost; how do we know thi
10 be true? We understand that your rligon is wrtien in a book; i it 15
intended for us as well as you, why has ot the Great Spirit given it 1o us
and not only t0 us, but why did He not give to our forefathers the know
edge of that book, with the means of understanding it rightly? We onl
know what you tell us about it; how shall we know when to believe, being.
S0 often deceived by the White people?

Brother, you say there s but one way to worship and serve the Great
Spirit if there is but one religion, why do you White people differ so much
‘about it2 Why not all agree, as you can all read the book?

Brother, we do not understand these things; we are fold that you rel
gion was given to your forefathers, and has been handed down from father
to son. We also have a religion which was given to ou forefathers, and has
‘been handed down to us, their hildren. We worship that way. It teaches us
to be thankful for all the favours we receive; to love each other, and to be
united; we never quarrel about religion.

‘Brother, the Great Spirit has made us all; but He has made a great dif-
ference between His White and Red children; He has given us a differcnt
complexion and different customs; to you He has given the arts {0 these e
s not opened our eyes; we know these things 1o be true. Since Fe has
Tmade 50 great a difference between us in other (hings, why may we ot cor-
incie s Fe has given us a different religion according to our understand
g7 The Great spiritdoes right; e knows what s best for his children;

b, we shall be unhappy

rother, we do not wish to destroy your religion, or take it from you.
We want only to enjoy our own.

Beother, you say you have not come to get our land or our money, but
20 enlighten our minds. | will now tell you ihat  have been at your mect:
inge, and saw you collecting money from the meeting, | cannot tcll what
s momey was intended for, but suppose it was for your minister, and if
s shiould conform to your way of thinking, perhaps you may want some
from us.

‘Brother, we are told that you have been preaching to White people in
{his place; these people are out neighbors, we are acquainted with them; we
will wait a little while and see what effect your preaching has upon them. 1f
we find it does them good, makes them honest, and less disposed to cheat
Indians, we will then consider again what you have said.

Brother, you have now heard our answer to your talk, and this is all we
have 0 say at ‘s we are going to part, we will come and take you
by the hand, and hope the Great Spirit will protect you on your journey,

you safe to your friends
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Plazas. They have no strets. At the po
large houscn, they

joined by narron

5. Where there are fower people,
high.. but there are some house
six, and seven stories

The dres of the Indiansconsi
orated, white or black; it is very good clothing, ¢
ki, of which thre 1 a grat shundance. Th
wool; Lam sending you some samples of what they make
plentiful in meat of the buffalo, sheep with hu

turkeys. At Mohoce and Zuii there is

wild animals and beasts; lions, bears, tigers, wolves, penicas,

cupines, and others. The natives tan and use their skins. To the

are bees and very white honey, of whiéh T am sending, a sample
com and vegetables, and their salines, are the best and largest (0 be four
anywhere in the world.

There is great abundance and variety of ores; those | mentioned ab
are very rich. Some discovered around here do not seer s0, although
hardly started to examine the many things that there are. There are fine
grape vines,rivers, and woods with many oak and some cork trees; there
also fruits, melons, grapes, watermelons, Castlian plums, capulins, pifon,
acorms, native nuts, corlejo, which is a delicate frult, and other wild plants.
There are also many fine fish in this Rio del Norte* and other streams. From
the metals that we find here, we can obtain all colors and the finest.

The people are as a rle of good disposition, generally of the color of
those of New Spain,** and almost the same in customs, dress, grinding
of meal, food, dances, songs, and in many other respects. This is not true of
their languages, which here are numerous and different from those in

heir religion consists in worshiping of idols, of which they have
i s they worship them in their own way with fire,
s of almost everything; litle
cir government is one of complete free-
dom, for although ed s they obey them badly and in
very fow matters.
=

sousc: From Do Juan de Onte; Coloizer of New Meric, 1585-1623, by Geonge V. Harn
mond and Agapto ey. Copyright © 195 Universiyof New Merico Pres.

“The Rio Grande, (i)

Refers toSpansclonies south o the Rio Grande. (Eds )
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Chapter 1

The First Americans

\

)

A Native American couple share a meal, as drawn by Jobn White, member of the ll-fated
e e

\;&Up until a few short decades ago, students of history were taught that the

z story of America began with Columbus’s voyage of discovery, followed by

settlement of the land b} jeans. Native Americans were depicted primarily

as part of the unfamiliar, exotic, and somewhat threatening natural landscape

that had to be tamed. Fortunately, scholars in recent years have come to appreci-

ate and to illustrate that American history predated European colonization by

thousands of years. America’s first settlers had begun their migration—that

would continue for centuries—across the land bridge that emerged pericdically

in the Bering Sea, Drawing from a variety of Asiatic peoples, the hundreds of na-

tive tribes that settled across America prior to the arrival of Europeans differed

profoundly in language, religion, economy, and social and political organization.

Before the first white men set foot on American soil, Indian nations used the land
effectively and flourished.

The essay that follows, from Peter Nabokov and Dean Snow's “Farmers of the

‘Woodlands,” llustrates the complexity and vitality of the societies and cultures of
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Part I Colonial Saciety, 1492

w0 groups of Indians, the Algonquians and Iroguoians, as they existed in 1492
Situated between the Atlantic coastiine and the foothills of the A ppalachians,
both groups figured prominently in the drama of initial contact between Euro-
peans and Native Americans. As you read, make note of the ways in which the In-
Hians, in the authors' words, “made extremely efficient use of the natural
resources in their river and forest world.” What Tactors appeared to be most
W—T—:—l—ﬁg’mﬁe_vﬁ-@am toward a primarily seminomadic
hunting-and-gathering pattern of existence and others toward an agrarian semni-
sedentary, vilage-based way of life? In what ways do the descriptions of Indian
zulture found in the essay complement or contrast with popular film depictions
of Native Americans?

“The image of the Indian portrayed by the early English colonists differs in
many respects from that of modern scholars. Using their own culture as the
quideline by which to evaluate others, cwunmwec}m*"—“’@
exotic, some even admirable, but on the Wofe they deemed Indians inferior sav-
ag6s. Thus, the prevailing attitude ofthe Europeans was that the Indians had to
W%mmw' One of the earliest and most in-
fiuential propanEnts of this view was Captain John Smith, swashbuckling adven-
turer and a leader of the Jamestown, Virginia, settlement of 1607. In his A
Generall Historie of Virginia, published in 1624, Smith describes the land and na-
Tive people of Englands first North American colony. The first document includes

‘mnf ‘Smith's descriptions of Virginia's “Naturall Inhabitants.” What evidence is

ere that Smith evaluated these people’s culture by European standards?

resistance to attempts to subjugate them both culturally and
colonial period contributed to the general consensus
settlers that they faced a truly barbarous and savage peo-
\braced white society, evidence exists of a

ts who ran off to join the Indians and of

& phenomena in the expe-
second document. The daughter of
pted by Seneca Indians in 1755, when
ilated the Seneca’s way of life. When

\es Seaver in 1823, she still lived
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Red Jacket was old enough to have served during the years when Iroquois power.
and prestige were at their height. Now he headed what detractors called the
“Pagan faction"—lroquois who sought to maintain their traditional culture and
to keep European influences outside the borders of their reservation. In his
speech, Red Jacket responds to Missionary Cram's suggestion that Native Ameri.
cans convert to Christianity and accept European ways. What is Red Jacket's view
ofthe European assault on Indian life?

Although the readings in this chapter have focused on the Native Americans
of the eastem coast of British North America, it is important to remember that
Spanish colonizers of territory that would later be part of the United States also
encountered and interacted with Indians. In 1598, Juan de Ofiate established the
colony of New Mexico. The final document s from a letter he wrote to the Span-
sh viceroy in Mexico in which he described the nature and society of the native
inhabitants. In what ways does the document serve to llustrate the wide variety
of Native American cultures existing in North America during the colonial period?

ESSAY

Algonquians and Iroquoians: Farmers of the Woodlands
Peter Nabokov with Dean Snow

When the hunting party of three Penobscot River Indian familics arrived at
the frozen creek in the spring of 1492, the men tested the ice with their five-
foot staves. It would support them today, but not much longer. The wintry
season which they called “still-hunting and stalking” was ending quickly. A
warm spell a few days earlier caused sticky snow to cling to their movse.
‘hide snowshoes, slowing them down.

At was time to head downstream, following creeks to the broad river
and continuing to where it widened to the sea. Other hunters and their fam.
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